After learning about a child’s hearing loss, many parents begin
thinking about the future. Questions about education, friendships,
iIndependence, and career opportunities may create feelings of
uncertainty or anxiety. These worries are understandable, as parents
naturally want the best possible future for their children. Y
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. While itis normal to think ahead, focusing too far into the future can ¢
‘ sometimes feel overwhelming. Instead, many professionals encourage
families to focus on the present and on the actions they can take _
today to support their child’s development.
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\% Research and parent advocacy organizations emphasize that
children who are deaf or hard of hearing can grow up to lead
successful and fulfilling lives when they have access to early

intervention, communication, supportive education, and strong family
involvement.

As children grow, families often develop support networks that

include professionals, educators, community members, and other

families with similar experiences. These connections can provide
guidance and encouragement along the journey.

By focusing on progress one-step at a time, families can gradually
replace fear with confidence and optimism about their child’s future.
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